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Historic brewery for sale
By Copyright © 2009 Albuquerque Journal By Richard Metcalf
Journal Staff Writer

The George J. Maloof Realty Co. has put on sale one of
Albuquerque's historic gems, the Southwestern Brewery and Ice Co.
building in east Downtown.

The five-story brick building at 601 Commercial NE, built in 1899, has
a storied past and was once home to one of the city's biggest businesses.
The slogan "Home of Glorieta Beer," painted on its west side, is a surviving
image from its history.

The asking price of $2,250,000 includes the 9,000-square-foot former
brewery and nearby 58,000-square-foot warehouse at 523 Commercial NE
that was formerly the Maloof Cos.' Coors distribution warehouse, plus 3.8
acres of land in the area between Broadway and the railroads tracks, north
of Marquette.

Once prominent in the Albuquerque business community, the Maloofs
have shifted its business focus to Sacramento, Calif., and Las Vegas, Nev. It
still has significant business interests in New Mexico, including the state's
largest beer distributor, although the Southwestern Brewery site is now
considered "excess property," said Tim Townes of Metro Commercial
Realty.

Townes is marketing the property with Bud Reynolds of Reynolds
Financial Management Services, who worked 20 years in the Maloof's
distribution warehouse.

The site appears destined for redevelopment for a mix of uses
somewhere in the future after the economy turns around, he said. Some
adjacent owners have expressed interest in combining their properties with
the brewery site for a master-planned redevelopment, he said.

"The city of Albuquerque might consider it as a site for an arena," he
said.

The 58,000-square-foot warehouse, which was expanded over the
years, was originally occupied by the Maloofs in 1940. The distributorship
was relocated to a warehouse near Comanche and Interstate 25 in 2003 after
a division of the Maloof Cos. acquired New Mexico Beverage Co.

According to the Journal archives, Southwestern Brewery was formed
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in 1888 by Don J. and Harry Rankin, new arrivals from Lawrence., Kan.,
and other investors. The next year, they were joined by Jacob and Henry
Loebs, who were brewmasters from Germany.

The five-story brewery or barrel house was one of several buildings,
including a stable, built on the site in 1899. Its mainstay beer was named
Glorieta, which sold for a nickel in a tall mug at local saloons with names
like the White Elephant, Free & Easy and Bucket of Blood.

Southwestern Brewery also made ice, which was standard procedure
for breweries in those days to keep the beer cold. The brewing stopped in
1917, when New Mexico became one of the first states to enact prohibition.

The company became Western Ice and Bottling Co., in the process
switching to making distilled water. When prohibition ended in December
1933, the company didn't restart brewing.

Miami Beach, Fla.-based Southeastern Public Service Co. bought the
operation in 1948 and continued making ice and providing cold storage of
goods for decades. In the summer of 1981, the company employed 19
people and was selling 20-23 tons of ice a day.

The operation continued under different ownership before finally
closing in 1997, when the Maloof family bought the property. Joe Maloof,
president of Maloof Cos., later told the Journal, "My mom (Colleen J.
Maloof) thought it was one of the prettiest buildings she had ever seen."

In February 1998, a one-story warehouse next to the former brewery
burned, threatening nearby buildings and tying up traffic because of high
winds. The former brewery itself was just slightly damaged.

In the aftermath of the fire, there was some alarm raised over the
potential fate of the five-story building, including the possibility of an owner
tearing it down. Although listed on several registries of historic places, the
building was said at the time to have no special protection from being
demolished.

You also can send comments via our comment form

Latest Albuquerque and New Mexico News

UPDATED: Self-Help Guru Calls Sweat Lodge Participants

AP Analysis: N.M. Deficit May Create Election Tension

Udall: Health Care System Not So Great for All

Navajo Nation Honors Fallen N.M. Soldier

Los Alamos County Bomb Squad Destroys Ordnance

Steelworkers Accept Contract at WIPP

Lincoln National Forest Issues Road Use Maps

Richardson Seeks Help on Vietnam Veterans Project

Sports
Prep Stats & Polls

2 N.M. Deficit Soars

3 N.M. School Goes

From Worst to

Among Best in 3

Years

Who's Blogging?
Read what's being
written about
Albuquerque Journal
reports.

Diogenes'six links to
NEWS/METRO: Krebs
Changes Mind,
Penalizes Lobo Coach
Involved in Altercation

Democracy for New
Mexico links to
UPFRONT: Kendra's
Therapy Decision
Reversed

New Mexico
Independent links to
West_News: Unofficial
Results Have State
Representative
Winning Mayoral Race

VallesCaldera.com
links to GO: Land of
the people

New Mexico
Politics: New Mexico

FBIHOP - Front Page
links to NEWS/STATE:
Rally Aims To Head Off
Cuts

Ivener & Fullmer
Online Newsletter
links to NEWS/STATE:
UPDATED:
Immigration Agency
Head Says Fee Hikes a
Last Resort

Featured States
News links to home
page

Buggs' Blog links to
home page

NewMexiKen links to One Injured In Balloon Mishap
Oh Fair New Mexico links to Melrose Man Accused Of

Drinking Driving Lawn Tractor Gets Jail Time

Full list and what they're blogging

Biz metcalf
GSA selects Mesa del Sol for two buildings

More Biz metcalf

Page 2 of 3ABQJOURNAL BIZ/METCALF: Historic brewery for sale

10/15/2009http://www.abqjournal.com/biz/metcalf/182143488222bizmetcalf05-18-09.htm


