
existing space. The building exterior features weathered steel plates and
windows with a painted steel shading system. The architect was Rohde May
Keller McNamara Architecture, while the contractor was Jaynes Corp.

Also at Friday's awards banquet, Ruidoso's new 14,500-square-foot
main fire station was given a merit award. The architect was the Rohde May
firm and the contractor was White Sands Construction. Built on a narrow
sloping lot, the heavy-duty building has airlock space between the living
quarters and apparatus bay. The exterior is exposed concrete and western
red cedar siding.

In addition, the 118,000-square-foot city hall in Austin was given an
honor award. Completed in 2004, the building was designed by
Albuquerque-based firm of Antoine Predock Architect.

Round peg, round hole
In a lease deal that falls into the category of a round peg finds a round

hole, PJ's Classic Stop has moved into the former home of Suburban
Recreational Vehicles at 6022 Second NW, north of Montaño.

A classic car and truck restoration business, PJ's had outgrown its
3,200-square-foot shop at 4107 Lomas NE, plus another roughly 1,300
square feet in part of a nearby building. The company had a two-year
backlog of custom restorations for owners and needed "elbow room," said
Phil Fachan, who co-owns the business with wife, Jana.

"We've been busy since we opened our doors," he said about the more
than three-year-old company.

Pat and Richard Branda had closed Suburban in April after more than
50 years in business. The location was originally the Branda family farm in
the post-World War II years, and the couple didn't want to sell the property.

On a Saturday late last summer, Pat Branda recalled, "I was over there
cleaning out a garage — we had so much stuff it took forever — and saw a
couple looking in the windows. It was Phil and Jan. I let them in."

Marketed by Tim Townes of Metro Commercial Realty, the two-acre
property has 13,600 square feet of assorted showroom, warehouse and shop
space plus another 9,800 square feet under a canopy. It attracted a variety of
interest from both potential buyers and renters.

"We wanted to find the right fit, preferably from a locally owned
business," Pat Branda said.

PJ's was the right fit, quickly expanding to fill the building with a parts
warehouse ("Most customers refer to it as the candy store," Fachan said.), a
"clean room" for seven or eight vehicles in various stages of rebuilding, a
shop area for vehicle maintenance or disassembly, and a showroom for some of their finished projects.

The canopy area isn't in use, although Fachan plans to host car shows and hold open houses there in the
future. He estimates 60-70 vehicles can fit under the canopy.

Customers come from all over, including Europe, Fachan said. The company, which has seven employees, did
a complete overhaul of a 1954 Chevrolet pickup for radio personality Don Imus, who wanted the vintage look of
an old truck with the high performance of a new truck.

"That's a lot of what we do today," he said.
That kind of comprehensive overhaul can cost tens of thousands of dollars, but there appears to be plenty of

old car buffs willing to spend it.
"It's kind of addictive. You get one and decide you need another," Fachan said. "Between my wife and I, we

have five including a 1966 (Ford) Mustang."

Years

Who's Blogging?
Read what's being
written about
Albuquerque Journal
reports.

Diogenes'six links to
NEWS/METRO: Krebs
Changes Mind,
Penalizes Lobo Coach
Involved in Altercation

Democracy for New
Mexico links to
UPFRONT: Kendra's
Therapy Decision
Reversed

New Mexico
Independent links to
West_News: Unofficial
Results Have State
Representative
Winning Mayoral Race

VallesCaldera.com
links to GO: Land of
the people

New Mexico
Politics: New Mexico

FBIHOP - Front Page
links to NEWS/STATE:
Rally Aims To Head Off
Cuts

Ivener & Fullmer
Online Newsletter
links to NEWS/STATE:
UPDATED:
Immigration Agency
Head Says Fee Hikes a
Last Resort

Featured States
News links to home
page

Buggs' Blog links to
home page

NewMexiKen links
to One Injured In
Balloon Mishap

Oh Fair New Mexico
links to Melrose Man Accused Of Drinking Driving Lawn
Tractor Gets Jail Time

Full list and what they're blogging

Biz metcalf
GSA selects Mesa del Sol for two buildings

More Biz metcalf
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PJ's focuses on cars and trucks built in 1972 or before. Most of its custom restorations are on vehicles built in
the 1930s through 1950s, he said.

New COO at Maestas & Ward
In one of the biggest shake-ups in the commercial real estate brokerage field in recent years, John M.

Henderson III has joined Maestas & Ward Commercial Real Estate as chief operating officer and qualifying
broker.

A 37-year veteran, Henderson was previously a investment specialist and senior vice president with Grubb &
Ellis New Mexico. At Maestas & Ward, he'll take the reins from Steve Maestas, co-founder, managing partner and
the previous qualifying broker of the company. Maestas will now concentrate on broader strategic planning as well
as development activities.

"It's a leadership event for us," Maestas said. "We're very fortunate."
Henderson isn't making the change alone. Also moving from Grubb & Ellis are Trudy Jones, an office

specialist; D'Nette Wood, an industrial and land specialist; and Rosie Yee, a sales assistant. The four have
functioned as a team in various ways for years.

"My talks were originally just with John, but they evolved into all four of them making the move," Maestas
said.

Henderson and Jones are husband-and-wife. Also a commercial real estate veteran, Jones is now better
known as a member of Albuquerque City Council.

Richard Metcalf covers commercial real estate for the Journal. You may reach him at 823-3972 or
class="black">rmetcalf@abqjournal.com.
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